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SUBIJECT: Protect Pacific Whales — Ocean Voyagers Campaign

Greetings from the SPREP Campus in Samoa,

The Pacific Island region is home to over half the world's species of cetaceans, whales and dolphins,
including some of the least known, and as such members of SPREP agreed to focus their activities in
2016 and 2017 on a targeted regional campaign on whales at the 2015 SPREP Annual Meeting.

It is my pleasure to advise you that SPREP’s ‘Protect Pacific Whales — Ocean Voyagers’ Campaign was
officially launched on 14 April, 2016 by the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Natural Resources
and Environment of Samoa, Hon. FiameMata’afa during a special evening event.

The ‘Protect Pacific Whales — Ocean Voyagers’ Campaign provides an opportunity for SPREP and all
its Members and partners to celebrate these magnificent creatures, raise awareness on whale
conservation as well as ocean conservation. What happens in the ocean will inevitably impact
whales. The campaign will also address the problems whales face as ocean-dwellers.Ultimately the
problems facing whales in a changing environment will impact all Pacific islands people, because of
their dependence on the resources and ecosystem services provided by the oceans.

The programme of work that is envisaged for the Protect Pacific Whales Campaign is an ambitious
combination of scientific research, training and capacity-building, exchange of information, and
cultural and artistic celebration.

The Secretariat will schedule special activities in the context of the special commemorative days
such as the World Environment Day and World Ocean Day in June. Also scheduled are several key
events:

e Regional art exhibition on whales and oceans at the Tjibaou Cultural Centre in 2017

e Whales in a Changing Ocean-International conference in Tonga

e Ecotourism as a tool for conservation of iconic marine species - workshop to be held during
the IUCN World Conservation Congress in September

e Important Marine Mammals Areas in the Pacific workshop in early 2017

. A range of communication and outreach activities will be implemented, including the Protect Pacific
‘Whales — Ocean Voyagers webpage in English and in French (www.sprep.org/yearofthewhale), the
development of the logo now available for use, and a range of competitions and activities held over




To ensure this campaign is a wide-reaching and successful one, we welcome any interest or
partnership from you. Should you be able to identify joint activities or support for the ‘Protect
Pacific Whales — Ocean Voyagers’ Campaign in the spirit of Pacific regionalism, we look forward to
hearing from you.

For further information on any of the above please contact sprep@sprep.org

Yours sincerely,

e

Stuart Chape
Officer-in-Charge
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