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CIRCULAR 
 

FILE: AP 6/1/3/8 TO: National Focal Points  Cook Islands, Fiji, FSM,  

Kiribati, RMI, Palau, PNG 

Solomon Is, Tonga 

 

DATE: 27 March 2015  Maritime Focal Points 

CIRCULAR: 15/27   

    

SUBJECT: Invitation to attend the Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas Regional Workshop 
 

Dear Focal Points, 
 

On behalf of the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) and the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO), I have pleasure in inviting your government’s participation 
in a Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSAs) Regional Workshop, to be held in Nadi, Fiji, in the week of 
27 - 31 July 2015. At this stage a venue has not been established and will be confirmed when numbers 
of attendees are known. A programme will be provided for the attendees it the near future.  

  
A similar workshop was successfully conducted in 2012 and highlighted the fact that although the 
Pacific region possesses some of the most outstanding ecological resources that are, unfortunately, 
under many pressures, including from international shipping, the region does not have any designated 
PSSA’s or Special Areas under MARPOL that could protect those areas from such pressures. There were 
four (4) areas identified as having met ecological criteria necessary to establish a PSSAs in waters off the 
Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati and Papua New Guinea. Making shipping safe and reducing discharges in the 
region through appropriate Associated Protective Measures (APMs) in a PSSA would provide for a long 
term benefit to the marine environment. This workshop will assist to further identifying potential 
marine areas that can be designated as PSSAs by IMO as well as potential APMs and develop national 
action plans to assist in structuring the development of PSSA proposals for submission to IMO in the 
future. 

 
The objectives for the Workshop are to: 

 

 Increase capacity of participants on IMO instruments that protect sensitive sea areas from 
international shipping;  

 

 Familiarize participants with the IMO Guidelines for the identification and designation of PSSAs;  
 

 Conduct hands on activities to identify ecological or biological significant areas in the Pacific 
region that are under threat from international shipping and could be considered for 
designation as PSSAs; and 

 

 Identify appropriate Associated Protective Measures (APMs) for these potential PSSAs; and  
 

 prepare draft national plans to assist Pacific Island Countries in the development of PSSA 
proposals for submission to IMO in the future. 
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The Workshop is aimed at Government administrators, preferable of a senior level with responsibility 
for: 

 

 the prevention and control of pollution arising from international shipping;  
 

 the conservation of ecological or biological significant areas such as marine protected areas, 
involving both areas of technical and policy-making decisions;  

 

 able to provide a presentation to the workshop on proposed country PSSA's; and 
 

 the participant(s) will be required to complete a high level of pre reading  material in readiness 
for the workshop. 

 
It is envisaged (budget allowing) that the number of participants to be sponsored to attend the PSSA 
workshop, from the following countries:  

 

Cook Islands 2 

Fiji 2 

PNG 2 

Palau 2 

Kiribati 1 

FSM 1 

RMI 1 

Solomon Islands 1 

Tonga 1 

 
At this early stage SPREP envisages two participants from Cook Island, Fiji, PNG and Palau will be 
sponsored which will address PACPOL work plan item 4. It should also be noted that SPREP will provide 
assistance to other PICTS on request for areas where international shipping activity represents a threat 
to a sensitive marine area.  

 
It would be appreciated if you could complete the attached registration form for each participant at 
your earliest convenience but no later than 8th May 2015.  

 
I look forward to receiving your early response. Once participants have been identified all finer details 
will be managed directly with the nominated participant. In closing, thank you for your consideration of 
this valuable workshop. 

 
 

Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

David Sheppard 
Director General 
 
Annex 1: Nomination Form  


