DRAFT 2
A RESOLUTION OF THE 2ND POLYNESIAN LEADERS GROUP SUMMIT
Resolution No. ____
To Address the Global Environmental Impact of Climate Change on Coral Reefs and coordinate and implement our Region’s response to this challenge
WHEREAS, the Leaders of American Samoa, Cook Islands, Ma’ohi Nui- French Polynesia, Niue, Samoa, Tokelau, Tonga, and Tuvalu share concerns about the impacts of climate change on coral reefs; and
WHEREAS, the Polynesian Leaders at their first meeting agreed to work together in the spirit of mutual understanding and cooperation to encourage mutual support of development efforts in areas including but not limited to transport, energy, environmental conservation, and climate change; and
WHEREAS, last year Pacific Islands Forum Leaders reaffirmed that climate change is the single greatest threat to the livelihoods, security and well-being of the peoples of the Pacific; and
WHEREAS, SPREP leads the coordination of regional climate change policies and programmes through the Pacific Climate Change Roundtable, the Pacific Islands Framework for Action on Climate Change and co-chairs the CROP CEOs Working Group on Climate Change; and
WHEREAS, the Goal under SPREP’s Climate Change Strategic Priority is that By 2015, all Members will have strengthened capacity to respond to climate change through policy improvement, implementation of practical adaptation measures, enhancing ecosystem resilience to the impacts of climate change, and implementing initiatives aimed at achieving low-carbon development; and
WHEREAS, the attached Statement recognizes local efforts and actions to address climate change impacts and puts forward a call for action to large greenhouse gas emission producing nations to significantly reduce their greenhouse gas emissions in accordance with their potential so as to alleviate the climate change impacts that threaten our island communities and people; and
WHEREAS, our island people have done little to contribute to the cause – less than 0.03% of current global greenhouse gas emissions – and yet we are among the most vulnerable and most seriously affected populations to be harmed by the adverse effects of climate change; and
WHEREAS, corals provide the fundamental structure of our planet’s treasured coral reef ecosystem, and calcium carbonate is indispensable to making their skeletal framework; and
WHEREAS, countries making large contributions to carbon emissions are overwhelming our local efforts of carbon reduction and human activities (particularly fossil fuel use and deforestation) are contributing to increased carbon dioxide in the atmosphere resulting in increased ocean acidification, which negatively impacts calcifying organisms such as corals and coralline algae by hampering skeletal growth, causing reefs to degrade and ultimately disappear. As such, the accretion rate of these reef building organisms is expected to decrease significantly, threatening the entire ecosystem and exposing human communities to increased storm and wave damage; and   
WHEREAS, coral reef systems provide the prime home for about 25 percent of all fish species our developing nations with coastal economies and small island states are particularly vulnerable because they rely heavily on protein from the sea, other basic needs and tourism revenues; and
WHEREAS, most of our islands are experiencing climate change impacts on communities, infrastructure, water supply, coral reefs, coastal and forest ecosystems, fisheries, agriculture, food security, human health, loss of habitability in low lying areas, and atoll countries and communities are also threatened with loss of sovereignty; and
WHEREAS, it is morally unconscionable that large greenhouse gas emission producing nations continue on the path of unbridled emissions at the direct expense of our small island jurisdictions, as our island communities rely on coral reefs for our livelihoods, survival and way of life, whilst coral destruction through the irresponsible acts of large nations threatens our islands’ very existence. 
WHEREAS, the global community must take this threat seriously and put in place policies and measures that will not only curb the increase in emissions, but ultimately result in a significant decrease of greenhouse gases in our atmosphere and oceans, and also provide for sufficient technical and financial resources to adaptation. The days of environmental exploitation are long past and the time to act is now; and
WHEREAS, across the globe these problems cause a loss of reef resources of enormous economic and cultural value, a concerted effort to preserve coral reefs for the future demands action at global, regional and local levels; and
WHEREAS, in collaboration with coral reef scientists Pacific Islands leaders assessed the implications of climate change on our region’s coral reefs and agreed to raise awareness across the globe and to work together to find viable solutions;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Polynesian Leaders Group on ______ August, 2012, in Rarotonga, Cook Islands, that members are urged to collaborate with local scientists, community members, educators, leaders and decision-makers in Polynesia to place climate change issues at the forefront of coral reef management through efforts to decrease global contributions to global emissions, through local policies, legislation and regulations, improved  pollution management, assessment and monitoring of coral reefs and by building local ecosystem and community resilience; and
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED THAT Polynesian Leaders will be proactive in mitigating and adapting to the challenges brought about by climate change by utilizing scientific interventions, strong leadership, innovative management practices, traditional ecological knowledge, stewardship and community education and involvement. Strong local leadership and science-based implementation of coral reef management and protection will help maintain coral reef ecosystems and the services they provide to our human communities while global climate change challenges are resolved; and
BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Polynesian Leaders, are joining with other Pacific Islands leaders to coordinate our region’s response to this challenge; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be transmitted to the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders for consideration.
DULY SUBMITTED AND ADOPTED ON THIS ________ DAY OF AUGUST, 2012.
Sponsored by (suggestion, to be confirmed):  
__________________________________
Hon. Togiola Tulafono, Governor of American Samoa
		__________________________________ 
		Hon. Henry Puna, Prime Minister of the Cook Islands
Signed and Endorsed by (suggestion, to be confirmed):
 ____________________________________
Hon. Oscar Temaru, President of Ma’ohi Nui-French Polynesia
		_____________________________________
		Hon. Toke Talagi, Premier of Niue
_________________________________
		Hon. Tuilaepa Sa’ilele Malielegaoi, Prime Minister of Samoa
		______________________________________
		Ulu, Foua Toloa, Tokelau
		______________________________________
		Lord Tui’vakano, Prime Minister of Tonga
		______________________________________
		Willy Telavi, Prime Minister of Tuvalu
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