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American Samoa, Cook Islands, Ma’ohi Nui-French Polynesia (Tahiti Nui), Niue, Samoa, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu
Polynesian Leaders Group Statement on Climate Change and Coral Reefs
August 2012
The Polynesian Leaders Group, an international inter-governmental cooperation group of eight independent, self-governing countries and territories in Polynesia[footnoteRef:2], hereby agree to issue this statement on climate change and coral reefs.   [2:  American Samoa, Cook Islands, Ma’ohi Nui-French Polynesia, Niue, Samoa, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu
] 

The single most important strategy for the future of coral reefs is to reduce the amount of climate change that occurs. Preventing massive damage to ecosystems on a global scale cannot be done without reducing greenhouse gas emissions and taking steps to slow down global climate change.
In February 2012, a group of coral reef scientists met with Pacific Island Governors to provide a draft consensus statement regarding the implications of climate change on coral reefs. The group provided available knowledge and identified gaps on climate change effects on coral reefs.  The scientists reached out to the Governors and other leaders of the Pacific Islands with an offer to work together to find viable solutions. 
This statement recognizes local jurisdictional efforts and actions, and puts forward a call for action to large greenhouse gas emission producing nations to curb contributions to climate change that impact our island communities. As first-hand witnesses to the effects of climate change, island leaders firmly agree that climate change is underway and has a significant impact on the world’s coral reef systems.      
Scientific Background
The implications of climate change have recently moved to the forefront of coral reef management priorities as one of the primary threats to the future of the world’s coral reef ecosystems.  
· The average global temperature has increased 1.3 degrees Fahrenheit over the past 100 years and is expected to continue to increase two to 11.5 degrees more over the next century. 	Comment by espenr: Remember some deal in celsius
· Approximately 25-30% of the world’s coral reefs are already severely degraded by local impacts from land and by over-harvesting.
· There is a clear and measurable connection between increased sea surface temperatures and increased coral bleaching. The surface of the world’s oceans has warmed by 0.7 degrees C, resulting in unprecedented coral bleaching and mortality events. There is an additional risk of coral disease due to warmer waters. 
· Sea-level has risen on average by 18cm, with total rise of 1.6 feet to 5 feet sea level rise projected by the end of the century. Along with other factors, increased sea levels will exacerbate the impact of storm events on shoreline erosion and flooding of coastal areas.
· Ocean acidity has already increased 26% and is projected to more than double within 100 years. Increased acidity is a direct effect of higher CO2 concentrations in the atmosphere.
· Resource managers worldwide must prepare for future sea level rise, bleaching events and increased acidification.
· Greenhouse gases greatly affect Earth’s climate, and the burning of fossil fuels continues to contribute to the increase in carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide has a long life-time in the atmosphere, and emissions occurring today will not have a noticeable impact for a few years, given the turgidity of the climate system, meaning that we are already committed to the impacts of further climate change.
The Reality of Adaptation
Our small island jurisdictions cannot halt climate change alone. Instead, we are left to seek ways to adapt to unchartered and unpredictable waters.  The consequences of sea level rise, rising sea surface temperatures, increases in ocean acidification, intensifying storm systems, and changing rainfall patterns will fall on small island communities, and are predicted to create increased burden on human economies and the marine life of coral reefs in the future. This will further exacerbate or render void our efforts to attain sustainable development.
Local scientists, community members, leaders and decision-makers in the Pacific place climate change issues at the forefront of coral reef management through efforts to decrease global contributions to global emissions, through local policies, legislation and regulation, lobbying at the international level, and by building local ecosystem and community resilience by reducing other local stressors.  
However, these measures are only a beginning. Locally, we must remain proactive in adapting to the changes brought about by climate change by utilizing scientific interventions, strong leadership, innovative management practices, and community education and involvement. Strong local leadership and science-based policy implementation in support of coral reef protection will help maintain coral reef ecosystems and the services they provide to human communities while global problems in climate change are solved.
Climate change policies in our island jurisdictions – Note: need a statement on climate change policy examples from each country/territory
American Samoa’s coral reef management goals are to plan for and mitigate the effects of global climate change, and increase research and monitoring to identify, implement and support management strategies for reducing climate change impacts.
Cook Islands 
Ma’ohi Nui-French Polynesia
Niue 
Samoa 
Tokelau 
Tonga 
Tuvalu
 Necessary Mitigation Policies
Despite our localized efforts, the root of the climate change problem remains global. 
Climate change is already disproportionally affecting our islands in the Pacific. Although our island people have done little to contribute to the cause – less than 0.03% of current global greenhouse gas emissions – we are among the first and most seriously affected populations. Most of our islands are experiencing climate change impacts on communities, infrastructure, water supply, coral reefs, coastal and forest ecosystems, fisheries, agriculture, food security, and human health. 
Nations making large contributions to greenhouse gas emissions are overwhelming our local efforts to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change.  Human activities (particularly fossil fuel use and deforestation) are contributing to increased carbon dioxide in the atmosphere resulting in ocean acidification, which negatively impacts calcifying organisms such as coral and coralline algae by hampering skeletal growth. As such, the accretion rate of these reef building organisms is expected to decrease significantly, threatening the entire ecosystem, and exposing human communities to increased storm and wave damage.
With little built infrastructure and population size, and relatively low emissions from transport and energy production, small island nations remain insignificant contributors to greenhouse gas emissions, yet they are the most vulnerable to the effects of climate change.  It is morally unconscionable that large greenhouse gas emission producing nations continue on the path of unbridled emissions at the direct expense of our small island jurisdictions. Island communities rely on coral reefs for our livelihoods, survival and way of life, whilst coral destruction through the irresponsible acts of large nations threatens our islands’ very existence. The global community must take this threat seriously and put in place policies and measures that will not only curb the increase in emissions, but ultimately result in a significant decrease of greenhouse gases in our atmosphere and oceans, and provide sufficient technical and financial support for adaptation. Efforts to stabilize coral reefs while global emissions are reduced, is an important and valuable global contribution that island jurisdictions are making. The days of environmental exploitation are long past and the time to act is now.
We, the Leaders of Polynesia, are taking the lead to coordinate our region's response to this challenge.
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