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CIRCULAR 
 

 
SUBJECT:    UPDATE ON PACIFIC PREPARATIONS FOR RIO+20 
 

1. The SPREP Secretariat wishes to provide an update on preparations for the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) - Rio+20 that is to be held in Brazil in June (20th -22nd) together with 
associated preparatory meetings and conferences.  We are pleased to advise that Pacific Island interests have 
been well represented in the negotiation process to date, principally through the concerted efforts of Pacific 
representatives and staff at permanent UN Missions in New York, and through submissions originating from 

regional meetings1, member states, the CROP Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG)2, ESCAP and 
various Civil Society Organisations. 
 
2. The CROP Heads had mandated the Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG) to lead the 
preparatory process. The SDWG is the regional coordination mechanism for CROP agencies and other regional 
partners including UNDESA, ESCAP and some regional NSAs, that provides support to member states on issues 
pertaining to sustainable development, and in this instance on the Rio+20 process.  Over the course of the past 
year the SDWG has focused preparatory efforts on: 

 

 Facilitating together with ESCAP Pacific Preparatory meeting for Rio +20 held in Apia from the 20th-22nd 
June 2011that consisted of a Joint Environment, Finance and Fisheries Ministers Pacific Regional 
Preparatory Meeting (June 22) that was preceded by a 2 day open forum. These meetings resulted in 
an Outcomes Document submitted as our regional contribution for consideration in the Zero Draft; 

 Submitted regional outcomes document in the SIDS Inter-regional Preparatory Meeting (New York, 
September 2011); 

 Briefing preparation and supporting Pacific Delegations in the Regional Preparatory Meeting (Seoul 
Korea, October 2011) co-funded by ESCAP; 

 Helping facilitate the SPREP-led Environment Forum which focused on Rio+20 (Apia, September 2011); 

 Continuing engagement with SIDS Inter Agency Consultative Group (IACG) coordinated by UNDESA; 

 Support to all member countries in the development of National Assessments in preparation for 
Rio+20 co-funded and supported by ESCAP; 

 Developing policy briefs and submissions prior to the 1st November 2011 Zero-draft deadline, on the 
following priority issues including; (i) the “Special Case of SIDS” with a focus on the Pacific SIDS, (ii) the 
vital role of fisheries and marine resource management, (iii) SIDS capacity constraints, and (iv) and the 
impacts of climate change on SIDS; 

 Liaising with CROP Marine Sector Working Group on potential side-events options that will help to 
elevate the efforts of the region on Ocean issues; and 

 Exploring funding avenues to facilitate members’ participation in Rio+20 processes. 

                                            
1 Rio+20 Pacific Preparatory Meeting (Apia, Samoa, June 2011); and Asia Pacific Regional Preparatory Meeting. 
2 SDWG core membership includes, PIFS, SPREP, SPC, FFA, USP, ESCAP. 
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