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REGIONAL WETLANDS ACTION PLAN FOR PACIFIC ISLANDS 2011-2013

MID TERM REVIEW

QUESTIONNAIRE
Introduction 

The first Regional Wetlands Action Plan for Pacific Islands (RWAP) was endorsed by SPREP member Countries and Territories in 1999. The Action Plan was a response to the call for greater effort and commitment to the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands in countries of the Pacific. The Action Plan provided an overview of existing programmes for the conservation of wetlands in the Pacific region as well as a rationale and framework for action to increase and improve the wetlands conservation situation in the Pacific. In 2010, a new 3-year Action Plan was developed for the period 2011-2013 by the Pacific island countries and territories (PICTs) with the support of SPREP and other regional partners. 

This new RWAP contains activities, responsibilities and targets, to further the wise use and conservation of wetlands in the region. The RWAP contributes to the implementation of the Ramsar Convention’s Strategic Plan 2009-2015 and SPREP’s Strategic Plan 2011-2015. The RWAP has 6 goals and corresponding priorities, activities and targets. For each activity, a lead organization and supporting partners were identified. The action plan is intended as a guide for PICTs to use to develop their own specific activities at the national level. 

This questionnaire aims to review and take stock of the RWAP implementation by countries, territories and regional partner organizations since 2011. We would like to thank you in advance for your time and assistance in completing this questionnaire. Your responses would greatly assist us in identifying gaps in wetland conservation at the national level and within our region and for planning interventions to address these gaps. 

Instructions for completing the questionnaire

1. Each section of this questionnaire asks two types of questions: 1) multiple choice and 2) free-text.

2. For the multiple choice questions on ‘Status’, please place a tick in the box next to the most appropriate answer.

3. For the free-text on ‘Progress’, please enter into this column information on any completed or ongoing national projects, or programmes since 2011 that contribute either directly or indirectly to the specific RWAP activity. Please include hyperlinks to online reports of relevance etc. We would also appreciate receiving copies of draft reports referred to in the questionnaire, if they are not yet available on the web.

4. This questionnaire is not intended to be filled in by one person alone. For many of the RWAP activities, the primary respondent is encouraged to consult with colleagues within the same Ministry/Department/Agency/Organization and also with other agencies within the government that might have fuller or complementary knowledge of the country/territory’s overall implementation of the action plan. 

5.  In completing the questionnaire, you are encouraged to refer back to the RWAP, which can be accessed online here: http://www.sprep.org/publications/regional-wetlands-action-plan-for-the-pacific-2011-2013 

6. After the questionnaire has been completed, please send, preferably by e-mail, to Vainuupo Jungblut, Ramsar Officer Oceania at SPREP, e-mail: vainuupoj@sprep.org .We would appreciate receiving all questionnaires in this electronic (Microsoft Word) format no later than Monday 30 September.
Country/Territory:  
	



Name and designation of respondent:
	



Other people/organizations consulted in completing this questionnaire:
	



Full name of Ministry/Department /Agency/Organization:
	



Mailing address: 
	



Telephone/Fax: 
	



Email: 
	


 




Goal 1: 	Wetlands Wise Use
	Key priorities
	Activities in 2011–2013
	Status
	Expected lead for activity 
	Progress

	1.1 Improve and update information on the status of wetlands and wetland biodiversity. 
	1.1.1 Produce regional and national wetland inventories, baseline assessments and ongoing monitoring programs. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	 

	
	1.1.2 Improve science-based knowledge and assess threats to threatened wetland species. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	 

	
	1.1.3 Identify gaps in ecological information on wetlands in the Pacific region. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	SPREP
	

	
	1.1.4 Conduct research on ecosystem connectivity and life histories. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable
If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	SPREP
	

	1.2 Need to have information on, and control of invasive species in wetlands. 
	1.2.1 Assess the impact of invasive and introduced species, as well as implement programmes for their control and eradication. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Regional Partners
	

	
	1.2.2 Implement a programme to assess the extent and impact of marine invasive species and to implement appropriate programs to manage marine invasive species. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Regional Partners
	

	
	1.2.3 Strengthen curricula on invasive species. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               

	Governments
	

	
	1.2.4 Develop a post-graduate course on invasive species. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Tertiary Institutes
	

	1.3 Information on the vulnerability of wetlands to climate and environmental change. 
	1.3.1 Scientific research and assessment on the vulnerability of wetlands to climate and other environmental change in order to give practical guidance to adaptation planning, e.g. mangrove response to predicted sea level rise. 
	
Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	 1.4 Investigate impact of wetland degradation on public health, food and productive security, and poverty prevention. 
	1.4.1 Reduce wetland related pressures on human health, e.g. pollution. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	


	
	1.4.2 Increased emphasis on wetland conservation to food, health, and productive security, and poverty prevention in USP undergraduate climate change and environmental studies programmes. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	1.5 Recognize and include wetlands as a key tool for ecosystem based approaches to climate change adaptation. 
	1.5.1 Collect and disseminate information on the role and value of different wetland types in climate change adaptation, e.g. protection of water resources. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	
	1.5.2 Strengthening of wetland issues in climate change programmes. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	1.6 Provide information on the economic value of wetlands. 
	1.6.1 Conduct research on the economic value of wetland ecosystems and species, and of wetland conservation. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	1.7 Balance wetland conservation and economic development through identification of appropriate strategies. 
	1.7.1 Improve sustainable production systems in appropriate wetland types through research. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Ramsar STRP Oceania Networker
	

	
	1.7.2 Develop commercial and industrial strategies that reduce negative impacts on wetlands. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	Policies and legislation to ensure the wise use of wetlands. 

	1.8 Develop adapted legislation and policy for wetland conservation. 
	1.8.1 Improve legislation, policy and customary laws for the protection of wetlands and wetland species, (e.g. national strategic plan on wetlands). 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	1.9 Where it exists, improve implementation of EIA legislation. 
	1.9.1 Strengthen and implement EIA legislation and procedures to include wetlands. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Ramsar National focal Points
	

	1.10 Improve cross-sectoral cooperation and integration between government departments on wetland conservation issues. 
	1.10.1 Strengthen cooperation and collaboration between government sectors and relevant stakeholders in order to recognize ecosystem and landscape connectivity in wetland conservation. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:   

Are wetland issues explicitly reflected in your NBSAP, NAPA and other relevant sectoral plans?
[image: ]
Yes            
No
If you answered yes, please explain a bit more in the ‘Progress’ column.

	Governments
	

	
	1.10.2 Wider country and organizational involvement in future regional wetland meetings (AusAID, NZ, SPC, tertiary institutes, Bishop Museum, IRD). 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	1.11 Develop compensation mechanisms for negative impacts and/or loss of ecosystem services. 
	1.11.1 Establish the practice of applying ‘environmental levies’ or other offsets for development projects that impact on wetlands. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	Communication, education, participation and awareness (CEPA): 

	1.12 Improve awareness of wetlands and the need for their conservation. 
	1.12.1 Designate CEPA Focal Points in each country. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	
	1.12.2 Develop regional and national CEPA Strategies. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               

	Governments
	

	
	1.12.3 Identify at least 4 annual events to highlight wetland CEPA work. 
	
Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               

	Governments
	

	
	1.12.4 Increase community involvement in the development and delivery of wetland awareness programmes. 
	
Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	
	1.12.5 Produce wetland awareness materials (e.g. wetland biodiversity conservation, wetland connectivity, introduced species, river modification, pollution). 
	
Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:                         
	Governments
	

	1.13 Regain traditional knowledge of wetlands in the region 
	1.13.1 Document, highlight, apply traditional knowledge to wetland conservation. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	
	1.13.2 Involvement by local students and community scientists in wetland surveys and publication of outputs. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	
	1.13.3 Increased publication in local languages. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	









Goal 2:		Wetlands of Importance
	Key priorities
	Activities in 2011–2013
	Status
	Expected lead for activity
	Progress

	2.1 Manage important wetlands. 
	2.1.1 Develop and implement management plans for priority wetland sites. (These plans need to include monitoring, review and evaluation of the progress with implementation.) 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	
	2.1.2 Undertake rehabilitation and restoration of prioritized wetlands where appropriate. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	
	2.1.3 Develop programmes and projects for the rehabilitation and restoration of wetlands where appropriate. 
	
Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	
	2.1.4 Develop interpretive facilities and CEPA programmes for visitors at sites. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	2.2 Increase local stakeholder involvement in site management. 
	2.2.1 Strengthen community involvement in wetland site decision making, management and monitoring. 
	
Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	






 Goal 3:	International Cooperation 

	Key priorities
	Activities in 2011–2013
	Status
	Expected lead for activity
	Progress

	3.1 Improve access to wetland information through shared information systems at the regional, national and local levels. 
	3.1.1 Consolidated information (analysis, dissemination of information) on wetlands at the regional, national and site levels. 

	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               

	Governments
	

	
	3.1.2 Develop framework for wetlands information exchange. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	
	3.1.3 Establish/strengthen regional and national level libraries/resource centre/collection focusing on wetlands including access to use of PIMRIS. 
	
Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	3.2Strengthen regional coordination and collaboration on wetland conservation. 
	3.2.1 Greater intra-regional exchange and sharing of information and best practices on wetland conservation, e.g. WANI, MESCAL, etc. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	SPREP
	

	
	3.2.2 Regional and national monitoring and evaluation of status of wetlands using a common template, e.g. mangroves, freshwater. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	



  

Goal 4:		Institutional Capacity 

	Key priorities
	Activities in 2011–2013
	Status
	Expected lead for activity
	Progress

	4.1 Identify and fill in gaps in institutional capacity. 
	4.1.1 Maintain Ramsar Officer for Oceania position at SPREP to assist countries to implement the RWAP. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Ramsar Secretariat
	

	
	4.1.2 Each national government to establish position for a dedicated officer with responsibility for wetland issues. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	
	4.1.3 Scholarships for tertiary education incorporated into projects undertaken by governments, NGOs and other organizations. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	

	4.2 Increase wetland training opportunities on the regional, national and site level. 
	4.2.1 Provide regional and national wetland training programme, e.g. On monitoring techniques, mangroves, freshwater, impacts of climate change. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               


	SPREP
	

	
	4.2.2 Develop training for designated officials, communities and guides at sites, etc. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Governments
	




 Goal 5 – membership

	Key priorities
	Activities in 2011–2013
	Status
	Expected lead for activity
	Progress

	5.1 Increase membership to the Ramsar Convention in the Pacific region. 
	5.1.1 Provide on-going information to non- Contracting Parties on the benefits of accession to the Ramsar Convention and encourage their membership. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion: 
	Ramsar Secretariat
	

	5.2 Regional partners assist countries to accede to the Ramsar Convention
	5.1.2 Regional partners assist countries to accede to the Ramsar Convention. 
	Completed
[image: ]In-progress
Not completed
Planned
Not applicable

If completed, please specify year of completion:               
	Regional Partners
	 


   

Please submit the completed questionnaire, in electronic (Microsoft Word) format by e-mail, 
to Vainuupo Jungblut, Ramsar Officer Oceania, SPREP(vainuupoj@sprep.org) 
by 30 September 2013. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME AND ASSISTANCE
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